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The Reflection of 13TH Documentary
13TH is a documentary by Ava DuVernay, available on Netflix. The film provides a disturbing and compelling examination of the relationship between American’s race, slavery, and the criminal justice system. The title of the documentary emanates from the 13th Amendment of the U.S. Constitution, which led to slavery abolition hence freed more than 4 million Americans. Throughout the film, DuVernay traces the direct line from the abolition of slavery in 1865 to the present state of mass incarceration in 2016, utilizing the United States and a bevy of sources from legal, historical, social justice and activist circles to support the argument.
 Some prominent figures such as Sen.Cory Booker an advocate for criminal-justice reform; Angela Davis, a notable activist during the Civil Rights Movement; and the author of "The New Jim Crow," Michelle Alexander, who also discusses the age of mass incarceration in the United States. Through the use of those insightful voices, combined with historical newsreels, hip-hop music, and footage; therefore, DuVernay created an intelligent, cogent film that shows how the United States has become to be a country with the highest number of incarcerated people in the entire world.

[bookmark: _GoBack]One of the strongest qualities that I observed in the documentary was its reckoning with a history that has persistently looked for ways to oppress African Americans. The film does not side with Democrats or Republicans, instead reveals how both parties are responsible for harming and marginalizing black people in the United States by political policy and rhetoric.13TH begins with tenure of president Richard Nixon in 1970; it shows how the "tough on crime" rhetoric metamorphosed into actual policies of the ‘80s and 90s.For instance, the film highlights that it was during the War on Drugs by President Ronald Reagan and President Bill Clinton's crime bill that enable d the commencement of mass incarceration, thus sending the blacks to prison at alarmingly high rates (DuVernay, 2016).
One of the most intense moments in the film is a clip of President Donald Trump, then a Republican presidential nominee, talking about the desire to return to the "good old days." In that scene, footage of black women and men being harassed at his rallies which are then interspersed with the footage of black activists being attacked by dogs, police officers, and horses during the Civil Rights Movement. 
In my opinion, there is a multitude of historical evidence and stories that all are linked to the larger context of the black community subjugation by DuVernay. In conclusion, the documentary synthesized these topics in a thoughtful manner which does not overwhelm the viewer with too much information. Thus, DuVernay shows clearly how the mass incarceration system has facilitated police violence to increase without much consequence.
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